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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES O~TIGC el the Secretary 
a= 

Assistant Secretary for Health 
APR - 5 208 Office of Public Health and Science 

\ Washington D.C. 20201 

The Honorable Carolyn B. Maloney 
Hoye $R,psentatives 
~ashinghn, ~ -, DC 205 1 5 

Dear Ms. Maloney: 

Thank you fbr your March 6,2007 letter regarding my testimony in the heariqg on '9/11 
Health Effkts: Federal Monitoring and Treabnent of Residents and Responders" befbre 
the House Oversight and Government Refbnn subcommittee on Govunment 
Management I have sent s$dar responses to those who ca-sigued your letter- 

Immediately, Ml~wiug he tragic events o f  Sept 11" 2001 the U S  D- of Health 
and H w a n  Services sent teams to help provide care to a f k t e d  individuals. The initial 
deployment of HHS persane1 and medical supplies was fillowed over the next two 

. y m  by the provision of more than $513 million to help pay for medical care Since 
then, MIS has provided more than $40 million fbr mental health services, over $1'05 
million %r medical monitoring and over $50 million to treat responders. The 
A m n ' s  support has been consistent and comprehensive and Congress has been 
gemrous in providing resources. 

On September 11,2006, Secxdary Leavitt asked Pr John Howard and me to co-chair a 
HHS Task Force to conduct a review of the evolving science and ongoing medical and 
mental health needs in order to better advise him This i n t d  advisory group comprised 
entirely of senior and expert HHS staff conducted its review over the course of the last 5 
months. The Task Force briefed the Secretary on April 3,2007. 

Although tbis Task Force was'asked to focus specifically on the needs of the affected 
responder community the Department continues to monitor evolving science and data 
related to other potentialIy exposed populations. 

The Administration looks fbnvard to working with Congress to provide compassionate 
and appropriate support to responders affected by World Trade Center exposures 
following the attacks. 1, look fbrward to continuing to work with you on this important 
issue. 

Sincerely yours, 

Assistant Secretary fbr Henlth 


